IgA antibodies to Chlamydia trachomatis and seminal parameters in asymptomatic infertile males.
Prevalence of IgA antibodies to Chlamydia trachomatis in semen samples from infertile men was estimated and its clinical meaning is discussed. The ejaculate of 102 infertile men without any symptom of genital infection was studied, and seminal alterations were classified according to WHO criteria. Antichlamydial IgA antibodies were detected using a solid-phase, enzyme-linked immunoassay (ImmunoComb II Chlamydia trachomatis monovalent IgA) and related to sperm count, motility and membrane integrity, seminal leucocyte count, and past history of sexually transmitted disease (STD). Prevalence of IgA antibodies to C. trachomatis was 23%. There was no relationship between IgA antibodies and the sperm variables or leucocyte count in semen. However, a strong association between antichlamydial IgA antibodies and the antecedent of STD was found (p < .005; OR = 6). IgA antibodies to C. trachomatis did not cause alterations in sperm function and they were not associated with inflammatory response. However, these antibodies in semen of asymptomatic infertile men would indicate a risk of C. trachomatis infection for the couples of those patients.